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Research lives upstream of the goals

Changes in 

practice, 

New tools, 

New policies

Research
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Sustainability research: a starting point

• 2015 Report

• Collaboration with SciDev.Net

• Six key themes that encompass the 

17 SDGs

• Dignity

• People

• Prosperity

• Planet

• Justice 

• Partnership

http://www.scidev.net/global


Identifying research supporting the SDGs:

Where are we and how did we get here?

Additional keywords 

added based on SDG 

descriptions

Assess query 

results against 

SDG targets/ 

indicators

Expert-vetted 

keywords from 

Sustainability report 

mapped to SDGs

Internal and external 

SDG expert review

Feedback from 

community

Generate 

validated 

publication sets

Results in SciVal
Generate new 

refined query

Identify missing 

terns and terms 

resulting in false 

positives

Results in THE 

rankings

(2019)
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Lessons learned so far:

Provide the means to be critiqued

• On Mendeley data we uploaded:

• The full Scopus query for each SDG

• The query development methodology 

documentation for each SDG

• Download them for free from Mendeley: 

http://bit.ly/sdgdocs

http://bit.ly/sdgdocs
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Lessons learned so far:

It’s better to start and plan to iterate

“The SDG agenda is extremely important and the University of 

Southern Denmark (SDU) welcomes Elsevier’s efforts to 

deliver Scival tools extracting research publications relevant for 

different SDGs. This is one approach to help both researchers 

and research managers in gearing their work towards the unified 

goals defined by UN. SDU urges further work to develop more 

accurate next-generation tools to map research to SDGs.”
— Maeva Vignes, Funding Advisor,

University of Southern Denmark Research & Innovation Organisation (SDU RIO)

https://www.sdu.dk/en/om_sdu/sdurio


Lessons learned so far:

SDG Queries generate highly variable results

→ Venn diagrams showing the overlap between four different queries when assessing research from 

University of Southern Denmark

→ No more than 20% of common publications for the different queries related to a given SDG

Austrian queries

AURORA queries

SciVal queries

“SDU” queries

Data and analysis provided by Maeva Vignes, Funding Advisor,

University of Southern Denmark Research & Innovation Organisation (SDU RIO)

https://www.sdu.dk/en/om_sdu/sdurio


Why is there so much variability in identifying 

SDG papers?

Subjectivity

Biases

Regional

Scientific (disciplinary)

Linguistic

Personal (sex, gender, ethnicity, age)



Proposed solution:

Count as many opinions as possible

Crowd-source the creation of a database of research mapped to 

SDGs

− Create an accessible and easy to use platform for matching

− Use the SDG targets and indicators as a framework to facilitate 

matching



Matching research to SDGs
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https://sdgresources.relx.com/match-research-to-sdgs
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Raising awareness and stimulating participation
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1.5M views

900 click throughs



Visitors over time
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Summary of submissions

9/10/2020

350
submissions



Summary of submissions
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55
countries



Summary of submissions
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countries



Next steps…

• Continue to build the database by increasing awareness

• Validate SDG queries against SDG datasets 

• Make data available via ICSR
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Thank you




